
  

 

 

“La Guacamaya” on AllAroundThisWorld.com

2. La Guacamaya

About the song: 

"La Guacamaya" is a son jarocho standard from Veracruz in Mexico. A guacamaya is a 
parrot, and in the most widely sung original version (much like a version recently made 
popular by Los Lobos), the parrot is sad because he's hungry, yet he's able to fly away to 
a better place.

About the genre: Son jorocho is an Spanish/Creole/African musical fusion from 
Mexico's southern coastal plan area of Veracruz. The music is consciously repetitive and 
full of call and responses so community members can participate by singing, dancing 
and playing their instruments along with the band. San Jorocho musicians gather often 
in public festive musical and dance jams called "fandangos," during which all members 
of the community are welcome to participate in the music making. Often the musicians 
improvise lyrics based upon the rough outlines of a set of standard, well-known songs. 

Introduction to son jarochoIntroduction to son jarocho          Cambalache (son jarocho band)Cambalache (son jarocho band)        son jarocho son jarocho 
backgroundbackground        a fandango  a fandango        performance of “La Guacamaya”performance of “La Guacamaya”

About the instruments: 

Jarana: imageimage        videovideo       /Harp: imageimage        video 1video 1          video 2       video 3     video 2       video 3       
/Requinto: image        video        image        video        Marimbula: image image       San jarocho sueno      San jarocho sueno      (Marimbula 
appears at 2:48)/Tarima (a really cool wooden platform used as a percussion 
instrument during the song as dancers hit it with their dancing feet) : imageimage        videovideo 1   
    image 2image 2         /Quijada (a donkey jawbone): imageimage       video   video 

Non-English words in our version:

Pobrecita guacamaya => poor litle parrot
Vuela => Fly

Country: Mexico
Language: Spanish
Genre on CD: Son Jarocho
Instruments on CD: Jarana, Marimbula, 
Quijada, Requinto, Tarima

http://www.allaroundthisworld.com/listen/latin-america-2/la-guacamaya/
http://www.allaroundthisworld.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/08/S7AOT7MIKkES2fJ.mp3
http://www.allaroundthisworld.com/mexico
http://www.allaroundthisworld.com/sonjarocho
http://www.allaroundthisworld.com/jarana
http://www.allaroundthisworld.com/marimbula
http://www.allaroundthisworld.com/quijada
http://www.allaroundthisworld.com/requinto
http://www.allaroundthisworld.com/tarima
http://www.allaroundthisworld.com/
https://vimeo.com/102626621
https://vimeo.com/102626602
https://vimeo.com/101826075
http://www.npr.org/2011/10/29/141723031/a-musical-style-that-unites-mexican-americans
https://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=izHoVjB_Gqs#!
http://www.conjuntoxi.com/sonjarocho.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VMDtALtYQJ8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E8ob3baxpqY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LTxi1Vl8X8s
http://www.conjuntoxi.com/images/jarana_01.jpg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dFXSOdJqI4w&feature=related
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LoR1Xr84uFw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V-5u54Plc_s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pdUFNQ4XzBw&feature=related
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/a/a4/Marimbula_player.jpg/220px-Marimbula_player.jpg
http://www.conjuntoxi.com/images/requinto_01.jpg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XBnkv0BbnJo&feature=related
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xFxDh6G98M8
http://t0.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcTIyejHYqaQCjoAbAGlzkxo7Rl6TK4RbezNcRZig66fTJ_C8QJWDM3NYwz5Dw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fNA7hCZU9dY
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2. La Guacamaya

Country: Mexico

Language: Spanish

Genre on CD: Son jarocho

C                                                                    G7

Pobrecita guacamaya, you're a hungry little bird

                                                                           C

You're a hungry little bird, pobrecita guacamaya

C                                                                          G7

(Pobrecita guacamaya, you're a hungry little bird

                                                                              C

You're a hungry little bird, pobrecita guacamaya)

C                                                                              G7

Pobrecita guacamaya, I will share my food with you 

                                                                          C

If you only help me too, pobrecita guacamaya

C                                                                             G7

(Pobrecita guacamaya, I will share my food with you 

                                                                         C

If you only help me too, pobrecita guacamaya)
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Country: Mexico

Language: Spanish
Traditional

Translation and Arrangement

by Jay Sand

LA GUACAMAYA
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“La Guacamaya”

Pobrecito guacamaya,
you're a hungry little bird

You're a hungry little bird
pobrecito guacamaya

Vuela, vuela, vuela, 
can you teach me how to fly?

(Mexico, Spanish) 
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